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 Military Veterans are a valued demographic in American society - regardless of one’s political
views. Many Americans are Veterans or are honored to have a Veteran in their family. With
the United States’ recent involvement in conflicts in the Middle East, much emphasis has been
brought to the public’s attention about war-time injuries.
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), missing limbs and brain and spine injuries are among
the injuries that come to mind first.
Many people are surprised to learn that the most common and significant war-time injury
affecting our Veterans today is hearing loss and Tinnitus (ringing in the ears).
In fact, many Veterans with multiple devastating injuries feel that their hearing problems are the
most traumatic of their war-time injuries.

  

    

 Imagine constantly standing by loud generators, having buzzing aircraft overhead, and hearing
blasts of gunfire, yelling and explosions. These weapons aren’t called “bunker busters” for no
reason, they’re also hearing busters. Without the
proper hearing protection our servicemen and women are being exposed to extremely harmful
levels of sound.
Scott C. Forbes, Past-President of the Association of Veterans Administration Audiology says
he believes "the signature injury” of returned Veterans is auditory injury.  A 2011 Government
Accountability Office report supports his claim by stating the most common injury among
Veterans is hearing related.
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In fact, among Post 9/11 Veterans, 414,000 have returned with hearing loss and/or Tinnitus. He
aring maladies cost more than $1.4 Billion in Veterans’ disability payments per year.
Government leaders are pleased that 99% of claims related to hearing loss are approved, but
because of this, $216 Million a year are spent on hearing aids alone.
It’s interesting to note that the Veterans Affairs Department purchases one in five hearing aids
in the U.S. annually.

    

    

 All hearing professionals agree that our active service members should be using hearing
protection, but this isn’t always available to them when they need them most. Thankfully, our
Veterans seem to be getting the care they need when they return home in regards to hearing
problems – but so much of it can be prevented.
The VA has issued a Veterans Health Initiative relating to hearing loss. It offers helpful tips for
Veterans, their families and both VA and non-VA care providers. It can be found here: 
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/vethealthinitiative/hearing_impairment.asp

    

    

 There are also other organizations created to help Veterans who have experienced hearing
loss and hearing related maladies from combat. One of them is The Hearing Loss Association
of America. ( www.hearingloss.org ) They offer
education, support, free subscriptions to their products (a magazine and webinars) and financial
assistance for hearing assistive devices.
This is just one example of the many resources available to help our Veterans.
An internet search or asking their hearing health professional for resources will also help
Veterans find the services they need.

    

    

 At Sound Solutions Hearing and Balance Centers, all of our patients are important to us,
especially our Veterans. We want to say “Thank You” to all Veterans for their sacrifices. We are
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committed to helping them and all of our patients overcome any hearing and balance problems
they may be experiencing. We are just a phone call away and love to help!

      

      

Contact: 

      

(714) 523-4327 

  

      

    

Resources:

  

www.publicintegrity.org

  

www.hearlingloss.org

  

www.publichealth.va.gov
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